
‘This is the kind of book the busy practitioners of today need to 
support them in their work.’  Professor Peter Roberts, chairman of 
ASC, the Academy for Sustainable Communities

‘Nick Wates is a trail blazer in communicating clear, concise and 
immediately useful tools and techniques that transmit energy 
and make you want to get stuck in. This publication is amongst a 
handful of documents that all urban practitioners should have to 
hand.’  Ian Munt, international urban governance consultant

‘Some books help you to learn - this one helps you to de-
liver! An invaluable tool.’  Professor Brian Evans, deputy chair, 
Architecture+Design Scotland and Partner, Gillespies LLP

‘The devil is as always in the detail, and Nick Wates’ Community 
Planning Event Manual provides it.’  Perry Walker, head,  
democracy and decision-making, New Economics Foundation

From Nick Wates, the author of the hugely successful  
Community Planning Handbook, comes this events  
manual – the first on the subject – which explains why and 
how to organize community planning events. 

It includes a step-by-step guide, detailed checklists and 
other tools for event organisers. The method is user- 
friendly, flexible and easy to employ in any context  
from small neighbourhood improvements to major infra-
structure and construction projects anywhere in the world.



PRACTICAL GUIDANCE AND CASE STUDIES FROM  
LEADING URBAN PLANNING PRACTITIONERS

In association with:

Nick Wates is a leading authority on community involvement in planning and  
architecture. As an author, practitioner and teacher he has participated in, and  
chronicled, its development for over 30 years.

He is site editor of The Community Planning Website www.communityplanning.net 
which is based on his popular Community Planning Handbook (Earthscan, 2000). 
Previous books include Community Architecture (1987, with Charles Knevitt).

He first experienced a Community Planning Event in 1985 and since then has played a 
role in dozens – as journalist, observer, coordinator, facilitator, team member, support 
staff and consultant.

He is director of Nick Wates Associates.

John Thompson is the Chairman of John Thompson & Partners, one of Europe’s 
leading firms of Architects and Urbanists, and Founder-Chairman of The Academy of 
Urbanism. 

In the 1980s he pioneered the use of Community Planning Events in the United  
Kingdom as a tool for engaging local people in the design of their own  
neighbourhoods. Since then he has led a series of seminal projects that have  
simultaneously delivered physical, social and economic change.

Formerly Chairman of the RIBA Urbanism and Planning Group and a founder member 
of The Urban Villages Forum, he is currently a member of Yorkshire Forward’s Urban 
and Rural Renaissance Panels.

John has undertaken masterplanning and urban design projects in towns and cities 
throughout the UK and Europe and is currently designing a series of new settlements 
in England, Scotland, Iceland and the Moscow City Region.
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